
Dancers, judges, the Mercer FRC team, and Dancing with the Stars of Casper committee members joined  

together at Adbay on June 5, 2018. Between some  fun and frightening photoshoots, dance partners were able 

to connect as well as draw a place for their lineup.  Over the next twelve weeks, dancers will be perfecting 

their movie-themed routines in order to knock your socks off on October 27, 2018 at the Casper Events  

Center. For sponsorship information and ticket purchases, please visit mercercasper.com/2018-dwts/ 

End of Year: July 2018 



July 14, 2018 was full of laughter, sunshine, and an outpouring  

of support from Sinclair Casper Refinery staff and the  

community we serve. Each year, Sinclair Casper Refinery hosts  

a Golf Tournament benefiting a local non-profit. This year,  

Mercer Family Resource Center was honored to be chosen as the benefactor of this 

great event.  

The Mercer FRC team thanks Sinclair for the opportunity!  Mercer FRC staff  

members and Board President enjoyed making lemonade slushies on the blender 

bike, playing archery-golf with willing participants, and visiting with  

those who came to support us in building stronger and healthier youth and families  

in our community.  



 

In  2008, Mercer Family Resource Center and Natrona County  

Prevention Coalition recognized a need in our community  

for a family-friendly, substance-free event following the parade and Family  

Day was born out of what was previously known as Kite Day. Each year, the  

event continues to reach over 1,000 individuals. On July 10, 2018, Mercer FRC  

and NCPC hosted their 10th Annual Family Day! Over 25 community agencies participated by  

offering service information along with fun giveaways and family-friendly activities. Mercer FRC 

served 1,000 lunches and handed out 1,200 bottled waters.  

Youth Empowerment Council hosted an obstacle course where youth and children had to make it 

over a “cracking ice pond,” show their strength by lifting a dumbbell, engage in a tug-o-war battle, 

and complete a jigsaw puzzle...all to become a Hero of Family Day.  Other activities included face 

painting, an inflatable obstacle course, archery golf, and many other field games.  

Mercer FRC and NCPC would like to thank all the participants including volunteers, agencies who  

hosted booths, activities, and entertainment and the families who enjoyed the afternoon at  

Washington Park. A special thank you to Sam’s Club for assisting in providing lunches and waters; 

Wells Fargo volunteers for packing and  

serving  lunches and helping to run field  

activities during the event; Indian Ice  

for the many ice bags to keep it cool; and 

McDonald’s for providing apples to munch on.  



NEW! Elevate® Couples Education 

Taking your relationships to the next level. 

Benefits ALL couples—dating, cohabiting, married, blended families 

Empower Yourself: Empower your relationship through empowering yourself 

Lay the Foundation: Intentionally committing effort to lay the foundation for a lasting relationship 

Value: Value and respect the positive aspects of your partner and your relationship 

Attach: Cultivating and maintaining friendship with your partner 

Tame: Cultivate strategies to manage your differences in healthy and safe ways 

Engage: Engaging social support, community ties, and sources of meaning 

Meets every Monday for 4 weeks from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

One-time fee: $45.00 for individuals, $70.00 for couples 

Call Lisa Brown for more information, class schedule,  

to sign up today!  307-233-4276 

The Wyoming Youth Summit is a four-day conference at Mallo Camp in New-

castle that drew rising 7th-12th grade youth from across the state for youth-driven workshops 

and outdoor  

activities designed to empower them to form a statewide, peer-to-peer network committed to 

making positive change in their communities.  

The Wyoming Youth Summit also offers the opportunity for youth to meet top state leaders 

and experts in traffic safety, substance abuse prevention, and mental health awareness who 

will offer training and resources as well as empower youth to share the information through 

their peer-to-peer networks. 

Students Against Destructive Decisions (SADD) and the Wyoming Association of Sherriffs 

and Chiefs of Police (WASCOP) sponsored this year’s Wyoming Youth Summit, which was 

part of a larger ongoing effort by SADD and WASCOP to build a statewide coalition of youth 

leadership groups based in schools and in various youth serving agencies including Youth Empowerment Council, a 

program of Mercer Family Resource Center. 

Students Against Destructive Decisions—Empowering Youth to Make Healthy Decisions 

SADD’s mission is to empower youth to successfully confront the risks and pressures that challenge them  

throughout their daily lives. SADD accomplishes this by creating, equipping, and sustaining a network of  

student-run chapters in schools and communities focused on peer-to-peer education. For more information, visit 

www.SADD.org 



Recap of Programs and Services Provided             
End Year 

(July 1, 2017-June 30, 2018) 

Total number of Community Engagement Participants -  1,930 

Total number of clients (receiving direct services) -  1,668 

Total number of direct service hours provided-   10,002 

Intervention Services Service Hours Provided 

Insight II (youth substance abuse education)   512 

Corrective Thinking (youth)   388 

Anger Management (youth)   848 

Tobacco Education (youth)   197 

Something for Nothing (youth shoplifting prevention)   148 

Drug and Alcohol Education (adults)   600 

Total Intervention Education Hours   2,693 

Family Programming  Service Hours Provided 

Elevate Couples Education (Coming soon!)  0 

Make Parenting a Pleasure  173 

Love and Logic  706 

Strengthening Families   432 

Total Family Programming Hours   1,311 

Counseling, Assessment, & Case Management Service Hours Provided 

Child in Need of Supervision (CHINS)   1,049 

ASI (Substance Abuse Evaluations)  172 

Family Choices Counseling    606 

Total Counseling, Assessment & Case Management Hours   1,827 

YEC/Prosocial Activities, Prevention  Service Hours Provided 

YEC (Youth Empowerment Council) 2,258 

YEC-SPAT (Suicide Prevention Awareness Team)  885 

YEC-Bullying Prevention 88 

CONNECT Training 476 

Youth Mental Health First Aid 464 

Total Prevention & Awareness Hours 4,171 

Bucket filling is fun and easy to do. 

It doesn’t matter how young or old you are. 

It doesn’t cost any money. 

It doesn’t take much time.                               

                 And remember, when you fill someone else’s bucket, you fill your own bucket too. 

~Carol McCloud Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

October 

27 

February 

8 

April 

13 

Dancing with the Stars of Casper: At the Movies 

6PM @ Casper Events Center 

Sponsorship information and tickets available at  

MercerCasper.com/2018-dwts/ 

Community Baby Shower 

Event information available at  

NCPreventionCoalition.net 

Family Game Night 

Event information available at  

NCPreventionCoalition.net 

MONTHLY MEETINGS 

Natrona County Prevention Coalition 

1st Tuesday of each month from 1pm-2pm 

2211 King Blvd ~ Oil & Gas Building 

Family and Parenting Subcommittee 

4th Thursday of each month from 10am-11am 

535 W. Yellowstone ~ Mercer FRC 

Community Prevention Strategies Subcommittee 

4th Wednesday of each month from 2pm-3pm 

535 W. Yellowstone ~ Mercer FRC 



M ercer Family Resource Center (Mercer FRC) is happy 

to announce its successful application for the 21st 
Century Community Learning Center Grants (21 CCLC). 
  

Mercer FRC has successfully partnered with a number of local 
non-profits to provide free afterschool programming for Natrona 
County. This June, Mercer FRC was awarded another five-year 21 

CCLC grant, cohort 12, and will be partnering with The Science 
Zone and VIBES Fine & Performing Arts (VIBES) to provide two 

high-quality afterschool programs. 
  
The Science Zone will be launching the Explainers program. Started at    

 the Exploratorium in San Diego, California, the Explainers program 
 encourages high school youth to build practical workforce skills 

 while learning the day-to-day tasks of running an interactive science 
 museum. Explainers will practice science, technology, engineering, 
 and math related concepts while planning exhibits, building  

displays and engaging with Science Zone guests. For enrollment in a pro-
gram that  looks great on a resume and that is FREE, contact The  
 Science Zone at 307-473-9663. 

 
 VIBES will launch a before & after school program, VIBES Tribe, 

 geared toward 5th-8th grade youth who want an introduction and 
practice in musical concepts. VIBES Tribe will incorporate drum circles 
and marimbas to build musical competency, reading, and math skills 

while having fun and building social skills. It’s not just music! Youth will 
build math and language arts skills inherent in learning music. This FREE  
program will give youth the opportunity to explore how creating music can 

help them cope with stress and be creative. For more information on  
enrollment, contact VIBES Fine and Performing Arts at 307-333-6227. 

  

Mercer FRC would like to extend a thank you to ongoing and past 21 

CCLC afterschool providers who’ve worked to provide high-quality  

afterschool programming to the youth of Natrona County. These include 

Boys and Girls Club of Central Wyoming, Casper Family YMCA, Seton 

House, The Science Zone, Self Help Center, and The Nicolaysen Art  

Museum. Cohort 10 programs currently in operation: Boys and Girls @   

 Journey Elementary - call 307-234-2456 for more information;  

 Casper Family YMCA @ Cottonwood Elementary - call 307-234-9187 

 for more information; and The Science Zone’s Design Team for 

grades 6th-8th - call 307-473-9663 for more information.   

 

 Thank you to Natrona County Prevention Coalition for their role as 

 Advisory Council in the 21 CCLC programs! 



A Agency 

www.mercercasper.com 

535 W. Yellowstone 

Casper, WY 82601 

Bud Sorensen 

Dean Morgan 

Middle School 

Speaking of 21st Century Community Learning Centers… 

Natrona County School District plays a vital role in the success of the 21 CCLC afterschool programs. The 

moving parts of 21 CCLC programs include student participants, families, NCSD administration and  

teaching staff, NCPC as the advisory counsel, partner agencies, and programming personnel. Each piece 

plays many roles within the programs’ success including evaluation and data collection. School day  

teachers are asked each year to complete surveys related to their students within the 21 CCLC  

programs in order to monitor growth in behavior, homework completion, and grades. This year, we were 

overwhelmed by the response; 220 surveys were sent out—over 200 surveys were returned! Thank you! 

Natrona County Prevention Coalition, Mercer Family Resource Center and the participating afterschool 

program agencies would like to congratulate the following four teachers for having their names drawn 

from the completed surveys! A $25.00 gift card has been issued to each of them as a thank you! 

Rainey Auen 

CY  

Middle School 

Erin Sims 

Journey  

Elementary School 

Becky Byer 

Kelly Walsh  

High School 


